
MASSACHUSETTS
SUSTAINABILITY INDICATORS

KEY DECISION-MAKERS

Indicator Massachusetts U.S

VMT per capita 8,457 9,434

CO2 per capita 3.4 5.0

Deaths per 100k 6.0 12.9

Roads, “acceptable” 28% 19%

Bridges, “good” 21% 44%

DECISION-MAKING POLICIES

STATEWIDE TRANSPORTATION FUNDING

Governor
Appoints the Secretary, MassDOT Board, and six 
members of MBTA Board.

State Legislature
Substantial control over state funds and moderate 
control over planning and project selection.

Oversight Bodies
MassDOT Board of Directors
MBTA Board of Directors

Regional Planning Organizations
There are 13 MPOs in Massachussetts. The 
largest is Boston Regional MPO, which includes 
48% of the state’s population. 

Massachusetts Department of Transportation
Secretary (Monica Tibbits-Nutt)

•	 Serves in Governor’s Cabinet, MassDOT Board, Massport, and MBTA
➥ Highway Division Administrator (Jonathan Gulliver) 
➥ Rail and Transit Division Administrator (Meredith Slesinger) 
➥ Aeronautics Administrator (Jeffrey DeCarlo) 
➥ Chief Safety Officer (Patrick Lavin)
➥ Office of General Counsel (Douglas M. McGarrah)  
➥ Chief of Staff
➥ Deputy Chief of Staff
        ➥ Office of the Secretary
➥ Chief Administrative Office (Matthew Bamonte)
➥ Registry of Motor Vehicles (Colleen Ogilvie)
➥ Undersecretary of Transportation (Hayes Morrison)  
        ➥ Office of Transportation Planning
             �➥Office of Federal Funding Coordination, Environmental, Social 

and Governance  
             ➥ Office of Grants and Funding
        ➥ Office of Performance Management and Innovation
        ➥ Office of Audit and Compliance
        ➥ The Innovation Lab @MassDOT
        ➥ Chief Operating Officer and PMO 

Transit Agencies
The Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority is a division of 
MassDOT that oversees most transit operations in the state. The 
Secretary is on the Board of Directors overseeing the MBTA. 

Travel Outcomes Asset Management
VMT per capita Road Condition

CO2 per capita Bridge Condition

Deaths per capita Roads owned by state

8.1% Funding &  
Programming
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Visit our interactive data portal to dive deeper and compare states.​

ssti.us/know-your-state

Massachusetts’ investments are guided by the following plans:​
•	 Beyond Mobility, Long-Range Transportation Plan, 2050 (2024) 
•	 Various modal plans (Freight, Bicycle, Pedestrian, Rail, etc.) 
•	 State Implementation Plan (2022)   
•	 Massachusetts’ Carbon Reduction Strategy is incorporated into its STIP 

Transportation investments are mainly funded using federal funds and the Massachusetts 
Transportation Trust Fund, which includes toll revenues, and transfers of fuel taxes and vehicle fees 
from the Commonwealth Transportation Fund. These funds cover all modal divisions, including highway, 
aeronautics, rail, transit, and MBTA, which also receives funding from sales taxes. Investments are divided 
among three priority areas: Reliability (60%), which includes a large portion for bridges, Modernization 
(25%), and Expansion (5%). Other investments include local support through the state’s Chapter 90 
program. Projects are prioritized using asset management systems and scoring criteria chosen by 
Divisions. Projects are outlined in the four-year Capital Investment Plan, a portion of which comprises the 
STIP. 

Design decisions are guided by the Project Development and Design Guide (PDDG) and other design 
guides. MassDOT is updating its 2006 PDDG incrementally, which includes a new focus on multimodal 
design, context sensitive design, a safe systems approach, and a clear project development process. 
Building several earlier design directives, MassDOT issued new controlling Complete Streets Design 
Criteria in 2020 that require minimum pedestrian, bicycle, and transit accommodations on every project.   
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Largest MPO’s Population 
(mil)

Boston Region MPO 3.35

Southeastern Massachusetts MPO 0.65

Pioneer Valley MPO (PVMPO) 0.63

Central Massachusetts MPO 0.61

Old Colony MPO 0.39

State total 7.00

Largest Transit Agencies Passenger Trips (mil)

Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority 219.21

Rhode Island Public Transit Authority 10.39

Pioneer Valley Transit Authority 6.59

Worcester Regional Transit Authority 3.77
Woods Hole, Martha's Vineyard and Nantucket 
Steamship Authority 3.76
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Environmental Review
Planning & Scoping Design Construction Operations & Maint. 


