
UTAH
SUSTAINABILITY INDICATORS

KEY DECISION-MAKERS

Indicator Utah U.S

VMT per capita 10,074 9,434

CO2 per capita 5.2 5.0

Deaths per 100k 9.8 12.9

Roads, “acceptable” 20% 19%

Bridges, “good” 30% 44%

DECISION-MAKING POLICIES

STATEWIDE TRANSPORTATION FUNDING

Governor

Appoints the Secretary and Transportation 
Commission with legislative approval. 

State Legislature
Substantial control over state funds and over 
planning and project selection. 

Oversight Bodies

Utah Transportation Commission
Advises only with a limited role. 

Regional Planning Organizations

There are 4 MPOs in Utah. The largest is the 
Wasatch Front Regional Council, which includes 
55% of the state’s population. 

Utah Department of Transportation

Executive Director (Carlos Braceras)
•	 Serves in Governor’s Cabinet 

➥ Deputy Director of Engineering and Operations (Lisa Wilson)
     ➥ �Director of Project Development (Carmen Swanwick)
     ➥ Director of Operations (Troy Peterson)
     ➥ 4 regional directors

➥ Deputy Director of Planning and Investment (Ben Huot)
     ➥ Director of Technology and Innovation (Nathan Lee)
     ➥ Director of Employee Development (Lorri Economy)
     ➥ Director of Program Development (Tiffany Pocock)
     ➥ Director of Transit and Trails (Josh Van Jura)

➥ Executive Finance Director (Shara Hillier)
➥ Director of Policy and Legislative Services (Leif Elder)

Transit Agencies

UDOT coordinates with Amtrak and freight carriers to support 
statewide rail. Most other services are operated by local providers, 
including Utah Transit Authority in Wasatch Front, with support from 
UDOT.

Travel Outcomes Asset Management
VMT per capita Road Condition

CO2 per capita Bridge Condition

Deaths per capita Roads owned by state
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Visit our interactive data portal to dive deeper and compare states.​

ssti.us/know-your-state

Utah’s investments are guided by the following plans:​
•	 UVision Quality of Life Framework (2020)    
•	 Unified Transportation Plan, 2050 (2022) 
•	 Various modal plans (Freight and Rail, Active Transportation, Transit) 
•	 Carbon Reduction Strategy (2023) 

Transportation investments are mainly funded using federal funds and several state funds. The 
Transportation Investment Fund and Transit Transportation Investment Fund mainly include general funds 
and sales taxes. These make up about half of UDOT’s budget and investments are prioritized using a 
Capacity Project Prioritization process, which includes models for highway, active transportation, transit, 
and first- and last-mile improvements. The Transportation Investment Fund includes fuel taxes and other 
vehicle fees. Most of those funds cover state highway maintenance, with around 30% going to cities and 
counties. Utah maintains a six-year STIP and Plan Fund table, which is updated daily and requires running 
a report for the most current information. 

Design decisions are guided by the Roadway Design Manual, which is updated regularly through minor 
revisions. It includes special design considerations in urban areas and rural towns, but those guidelines 
rely mainly on the AASHTO Green Book. UDOT collaborated with the Wasatch Front Regional Council 
and other local agencies in 2017 to produce the Utah Street Connectivity Guide, which promotes 
connected urban street grids. 
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Largest MPO’s Population 
(mil)

Wasatch Front Regional Council 
(WFRC) 1.80

Mountainland Association of 
Governments (MAG) 0.66

Dixie MPO (DMPO) 0.17

Cache MPO (CMPO) 0.12

State total 3.28

Largest Transit Agencies Passenger Trips (mil)

Utah Transit Authority 31.46

Cache Valley Transit District 0.97

City of Logan, dba: The Logan Transit District 0.00


